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To whom it may concern: 1 am wriung o protest the current regulations of the Hague Convention -
Treaty. As a parent of two internationallv adopted children. | am extremely concerned about the
ullimate outcome of enforeing these rigorous regulations. Our son was adapted from Vietnam in
2001 just prior to US citizens nol being 1ssued orphan visas for these children. Our daughter was
adapted from Morocco this year and at 6 weeks old onlv weighed between 5 adn 6 pounds. She

. would not have survived the conditions there. The thousands of orphaned and needy children who
long 1o be joined with a family in the United States can only be hurt. 1 need not underscore the
fact that there are 1500 orphanages in China, and an infunt mortality rate of 51% in Guatemala.
Cambodia is the third poorest country in the world and Haiti is second, These are just a fow of the
couniries that bave waiting children who would benefit from adoption. | realize that your efforts
are implemented in the name of the best interests of the children; however, there are some other
salient issues at stake, but most importantly the CHILDREN. On paper this looks ideal, however
the realitics of the Hague Treaty if implented as written will only create a monopoly for a few
larger agencies when there are many smaller agencies that have suceesstully completed adoptions
for many years. These agencies have met the needs of individuals in smaller cities and areas, A
majority of people pursuing international adoption will not be able to use their local agency,
Simply stated, these smaller agencies will not be able 10 survive linancially. Fees for international
adoption will he off the charts and create a situation where only a few wealthier individuals will
be able 1o pursue this aption. If anly persons with a master's in Social Work are permitted to
complete homestudies, the costs and wait times associated with getting a homestudy will be
drastically inereased. As a result of fewer agencies, the waiting lists for adoption will grow, There
will be growing lists of "waiting parents" and "waiting children", As it is now there are many
maore children available for international adoption than there are "waiting parents" unlike domestic
adeption programs who have long waiting lists for children. There are certainly no comparable
laws to regulate domestic adoption, and therefore families who choose international adoption are
discriminated against with the implementation of the Hague. How will the children henefit from
this? This Central Authority designation of the proposed regulations will ereate more govermment
and not less. 1 was under the impression that one of the goals of our current administration was to
create a more cfficient and less intrusive government. Had these regulations been law when |
adopted in 2001 and in 2003, 1 would have suffered hardships. With ane out of five couples
experiencing infertility and domestic adoplion an extremely Junited option, these regulations can
only malke the dream of becoming parents a fantasy. Please reconsider these regulations and
please do il in the NAME OF THE CHILDREN. T thank you for hearing my heartfelt concerns.
Sincerely, Melissa R. Twing missv@worldwideadoption.org Home 864-473-21 13 Work 864-383-
6981 Fax §64-583-0150
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